It is suspected that the pathogenesis of autoimmune pancreatitis (AIP) is still unknown, although it has become recognized as a distinct entity worldwide. The characteristic findings in most cases of AIP can be summarized as follows: (i) mild abdominal symptoms, usually without acute attacks of pancreatitis; (ii) occasional existence of obstructive jaundice; (iii) increased levels of serum gammaglobulin, IgG or IgG4; (iv) presence of autoantibodies; (v) enlargement of the pancreas; (vi) sometimes pseudotumors, (vii) ir
. Therefore, these findings may lead us to a new clinicopathological concept such as "IgG4-related sclerosing disease" (5) or "IgG4-associated multifocal systemic fibrosis" (6 
